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On May 6, the Sandinista Popular Army (Ejercito Popular Sandinista, EPS) issued a report on results
from an EPS offensive against irregular armed groups, launched in late December, 1992. The report
lists a total of 214 people killed and 106 wounded. In addition, 87 rebels were captured. The offensive
was launched to curb an increase in armed activities by bands of former contras (recontras) and
discharged army troops (recompas). Although most of the rebels operate in small units with
little capacity for major attacks, their activities have caused severe disruptions in agricultural
production throughout the conflict zones. In its report, the EPS tallied 79 clashes between army
troops and rebels in just the five months since the offensive began. In addition, the EPS blames
recontras and recompas for the deaths of 51 campesinos, and accuses them of kidnapping another
32 farmers during the same time period. A total of 64 rebel attacks against small rural communities
were reported. The EPS says that the frequency and intensity of skirmishes have diminished in
the past several weeks. However, no definitive end to the violence is in sight, since the rebels
continue to reject government suggestions to begin a dialogue over disarmament. (Source: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 05/06/93)
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